x A Message from Dr. John Cox

State Superinteg)c:e&z
MAKE Protecting Our Kids. Restoring Our Schools.
EDUCATION Making Education Great Again.

GREAT AGAIN

For more than 40 years, I've walked the halls of Oklahoma schools - as a teacher, coach,
counselor, and superintendent. I've seen what’s possible when children feel safe, teachers are
empowered, and parents are respected as true partners. I've also seen what happens when
those values are ignored.

These Policy Briefs share my vision for how we can Make Education Great Again - not through
politics, but through common sense, experience, and values rooted in faith, family, and
community.

I’m not running for political gain or personal ambition. I'm running because I'm a papa to six
incredible grandchildren - and when | look at them, | think about the 700,000 Oklahoma kids just
like them. They deserve schools that prepare them for life, honor Oklahoma values, and protect
them from harm.

Each brief outlines a key priority of this campaign:

e Safe & Secure Schools — protecting our children physically, morally, and academically.

e Academic Achievement — raising Oklahoma into the Top 25 through phonics, math
foundations, and growth-based testing.

e Restoring Trust & Local Control — giving parents a voice and bringing transparency
back to education.

e Support for Teachers & Rural Schools — ensuring every educator and community has
the resources they need to succeed.

These aren’t talking points - they’re a plan. A plan forged by real experience in real Oklahoma
classrooms.

If you have questions, ideas, or want to know more about where | stand, I'd love to hear from
you. Email me at info@coxforok.com.

Together, let’s restore trust, raise achievement, and give every Oklahoma child the safe, strong
education they deserve.

Let’s Make Education Great Again.
- Dr. John Cox



1: Safe & Secure Schools

Recommendation / Message
Every Oklahoma child deserves a safe learning environment - physically, morally, and
academically. Safety must be the foundation for learning.

Introduction

Children cannot learn if they do not feel safe. Safety in schools means more than locks and
cameras. It means keeping intruders out, shielding students from harmful influences, and
ensuring parents can confidently send their children to class each day.

Background

Oklahoma parents consistently rank safety as their top concern. Dr. Cox successfully fought for
$92,000 in school safety funds for his own district, proving that investment makes a difference.
Yet schools still face threats - from physical intrusions to inappropriate materials that erode trust
between parents and educators.

Analysis

e Safe schools improve academic outcomes; without safety, instruction fails.

e Safety includes physical security (intruder prevention), moral safety (curriculum free
from indoctrination/vulgarity), and academic safety (students can focus on learning).

e Transparency builds trust: parents should know every book, lesson, and program in their
child’s classroom.

e Equity matters: rural and metro schools deserve equal access to resources to keep
students safe.

Quote

“Safety is the most important thing we can do for our children. If a child doesn’t feel safe, they
cannot learn. Parents should feel confident that when they hand their child to us each morning,
schools will protect them and teach them with Oklahoma values.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion

Dr. Cox will prioritize safe and secure schools statewide-protecting children from intruders,
predators, and harmful content, while respecting parents’ values. Together, we will Make
Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com Join me in restoring safety to Oklahoma classrooms so
every child can thrive and help us Make Education Great Again.




2: Academic Achievement — Top 25 Goal

Recommendation / Message
Move Oklahoma from 50th to the Top 25 in education by replacing outdated testing with
growth-based assessments and strengthening foundational skills.

Introduction

Oklahoma students and teachers are not “50th in the nation.” They deserve better. Outdated
testing systems punish rather than support learning. Dr. Cox will replace them with
growth-based benchmarks, giving teachers real-time tools to help students succeed.

Background

Oklahoma lags behind because test scores come months late, too late to help students. Parents
feel left in the dark, and teachers are stuck teaching to the test. Meanwhile, early literacy and
math foundations have been neglected, setting students up for long-term struggles.

Analysis

e Growth-Based Testing: Benchmarks provide immediate feedback, allowing teachers to
adjust instruction daily.

e Science of Reading & Phonics: Strong phonics instruction in PK-5 lays the foundation
for lifelong learning.

e Math Foundations: Strengthening math in the early grades builds confidence for
higher-level success.

e Special Needs Focus: Parent-driven IEPs should measure growth, not paperwork.

Quote

“I'm tired of Oklahoma being ranked 50th in education. We can and must do better. By focusing
on phonics, math foundations, and growth-based assessments, we can climb into the Top 25
and give our children the future they deserve.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion

With proven strategies and 40 years of leadership, Dr. Cox will empower teachers, restore
confidence in parents, and lift Oklahoma into the Top 25. That's how we’ll Make Education Great
Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Support Dr. Cox to end meaningless testing and put students back at the center of
education-and help Make Education Great Again.



3: Restoring Trust in Public Education

Recommendation / Message
Oklahoma families deserve schools they can trust again. Dr. Cox will restore transparency,
stability, and accountability.

Introduction

Many parents feel shut out of education decisions. Teachers feel disrespected. Voters distrust
the system. Dr. Cox believes the solution is simple: transparency and accountability rooted in
conservative values.

Background

Trust in education has eroded under political whiplash, top-down mandates, and lack of
transparency. As a superintendent for 32 years, Dr. Cox has built trust through open
communication, family partnerships, and transparency in decision-making.

Analysis

e Transparency means parents know every curriculum, book, and program.
e Stability means policies stop changing every election cycle.
e Accountability means focusing on what works for children - not politics.

e Restoring trust reduces apathy, builds partnerships, and strengthens schools.

Quote

“Parents deserve transparency, teachers deserve respect, and students deserve stability. My
goal is simple: restore trust in Oklahoma schools so families once again choose public
education with confidence.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion

Dr. Cox is the candidate who will restore trust in Oklahoma schools by listening to parents,
empowering teachers, and keeping politics out of classrooms. This is how we’ll Make Education
Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Support Dr. Cox to bring accountability and stability back to Oklahoma education and help Make
Education Great Again.




4: Teachers as Professionals —
Empowering Educators to Teach Again

Recommendation / Message
Teachers should be respected professionals, not test administrators or political targets. Dr. Cox
will empower them to teach again.

Introduction

Teachers are the catalyst for every reform. Yet too many feel trapped by endless testing,
scripted curriculum, and top-down mandates. Dr. Cox knows it’s time to restore their confidence
and autonomy.

Background

As a former teacher, counselor, and superintendent, Dr. Cox has seen teacher burnout
firsthand. He has also trained future principals and superintendents at the university level. He
understands what teachers need to succeed.

Analysis

e Empowering teachers improves retention and morale.
e Growth-based benchmarks allow teachers to adjust instruction daily.
e Respect and training (e.g., science of reading) equip teachers to deliver results.

e Reducing bureaucracy frees teachers to focus on students, not paperwork.

Quote

“Our teachers are professionals, not test administrators. It’s time to empower them to teach
again, give them the tools they need, and let them do what they love best - helping children
succeed.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will restore respect for educators and empower them to teach. That’'s how we’ll Make
Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Support Dr. Cox to give teachers the freedom and tools to help every child succeed and help us
Make Education Great Again.



5: Parent & Community Involvement —
Local Control

Recommendation / Message
Restore local control by giving parents and communities real influence over their schools.

Introduction

For too long, education policy has been driven by distant bureaucrats. Parents often don’t know
what their children are being taught until it's too late. Communities deserve schools that reflect
their values, not top-down mandates.

Background

Dr. Cox has spent 32 years as superintendent of a rural district where parents are true partners.
He knows firsthand that shared leadership builds stronger schools. Parents and communities
across Oklahoma feel shut out - and they’re ready for change.

Analysis

e Transparency: Parents should know every curriculum, book, and program.

e Shared Leadership: Local control empowers parents and school boards to tailor
education to their community.

e Community Partnerships: Faith groups, local organizations, and families are vital in
providing wraparound support for students.

e Restoring Trust: Listening to parents and respecting their values rebuilds confidence in
public schools.

Quote

“Parents are not obstacles; they’re partners. Local communities should guide what happens in
their schools, not bureaucrats in Oklahoma City or Washington. Transparency and trust are the
key to strong schools.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will restore decision-making power to parents and communities, ensuring schools reflect
Oklahoma values. That's how we’ll Make Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Help return control of schools to the people who know children best-their parents-and join us to
Make Education Great Again.



6: Special Needs Students & Parent-Driven
IEPs

Recommendation / Message
Special needs students deserve opportunity, not red tape. Success should be measured by
growth, guided by parent-driven IEPs.

Introduction

Too often, Oklahoma’s special needs students are defined by paperwork instead of progress.
Parents and teachers alike feel bogged down by bureaucracy, while children are left behind. Dr.
Cox believes every child deserves the opportunity to succeed at their own pace.

Background
Current systems use standardized tests that do not align with IEP goals. Parents know their
children best, yet their voices are often minimized in the process.

Analysis

e Parent-Driven IEPs: Parents should be the primary decision-makers, supported by
teachers, psychologists, and specialists.

e Growth-Based Success: Measuring incremental growth builds confidence and ensures
accountability.

e Reduced Bureaucracy: Less paperwork means more focus on instruction and
individualized support.

e Equity for All: When special needs students succeed, overall school performance rises.

Quote
“Special needs students don’t deserve paperwork - they deserve opportunity. Parents know their
children best, and their IEPs should be the roadmap to real growth and success.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will fight for a system that celebrates the growth of every child-not one that buries them
in bureaucracy. That is how we Make Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Stand with Dr. Cox to give special needs students the tools and respect they deserve as we
Make Education Great Again.



7: Rural Schools — The Forgotten Majority

Recommendation / Message
Rural schools are the backbone of Oklahoma education. Dr. Cox will ensure they have equal
funding, representation, and respect.

Introduction

Over 500 of Oklahoma'’s 539 school districts are rural, yet policies often overlook them in favor
of metro districts. Rural schools matter - they educate the majority of Oklahoma'’s children and
anchor small communities.

Background

As a superintendent of a rural district for 32 years, Dr. Cox knows firsthand that rural schools
face unique challenges: smaller budgets, fewer resources, and broader roles for leaders. Yet
rural educators often wear “every hat,” creating tight-knit communities that model accountability
and family involvement.

Analysis

e Rural schools educate the majority of Oklahoma’s kids.
e Lack of fair funding and bureaucratic mandates disproportionately harm small districts.

e Dr. Cox’s daily hands-on leadership - running transportation, child nutrition, and
administration - uniquely prepares him to advocate for rural needs.

e Urban voters should care: strong rural schools improve state rankings and the economy
statewide.

Quote

“I've spent 32 years running a rural district, wearing every hat from superintendent to bus driver.
Rural schools aren’t the exception - they are the majority, and it’s time their voice is heard at the
state level.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will bring rural schools to the table, ensuring their voices shape state policy. This is how
we Make Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Support Dr. Cox to give rural schools the representation they deserve and help Make
Education Great Again.



8: School Safety Funding & Equity

Recommendation / Message
Every school, rural or urban, deserves equal resources to keep children safe.

Introduction
Dr. Cox successfully advocated for $92,000 in school safety funds. He knows firsthand how vital
that support is - but funding must expand to reach every district.

Background

Safety is not optional; it's the foundation of learning. Yet too often, rural schools lack the same
resources available to larger districts. Equity in safety measures is essential for every Oklahoma
child.

Analysis

e Parents want assurance their children are safe - from intruders, predators, and harmful
content.

e Equity requires state-level funding that accounts for both rural and metro needs.

e Safety goes beyond physical measures: it includes protecting children from inappropriate
materials and respecting parental authority.

e Secure schools build public confidence, making education the “wanted choice” again.

Quote
“Three years ago | fought for $92,000 in safety funding, and | saw the difference it made. Every
school, rural or metro, deserves that same protection for their students.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will secure equitable safety funding for every district, ensuring parents can trust schools
statewide. This is how we Make Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Join Dr. Cox in making every Oklahoma school safe-no matter the zip code-and together, let’s
Make Education Great Again.




9: Faith, Family & Values in Education

Recommendation / Message
Faith, family, and traditional Oklahoma values must guide our schools - not politics or outside
agendas.

Introduction
Parents want schools that reflect their values and respect their role. Dr. Cox, a grandfather of
six, grounds his leadership in faith, family, and a commitment to safeguarding children’s futures.

Background

Today, too many parents worry schools are becoming battlegrounds for political agendas rather
than places of learning. Dr. Cox believes schools should focus on reading, math, and preparing
children for life - leaving social issues to families.

Analysis

e Oklahoma ranks 50th nationally in education, yet resources are spent on agendas
instead of academics.

e Schools must honor parents’ authority, ensuring curriculum is free from indoctrination or
vulgar content.

e Faith and family values restore trust in public education and unify communities.

Quote

“l am a papa to six grandchildren, and | think about their future every day. Schools should be
places where Oklahoma values are respected and where children are prepared for life - not
political agendas.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will defend Oklahoma values, focusing schools on education, not politics. That’s the
foundation to Make Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Stand with Dr. Cox to protect our values in Oklahoma classrooms and Make Education Great
Again.




10: Pathways Beyond High School —
College, Trades & Careers

Recommendation / Message
High school should prepare students for all futures - college, trades, careers, or military.

Introduction

Seventy-seven percent of Oklahoma students do not complete college. That means most need
other pathways to success. Dr. Cox will make high school meaningful again by expanding
opportunities for all students.

Background

For decades, the system has pushed college as the only path. But Oklahoma needs welders,
plumbers, electricians, law enforcement officers, and other skilled professionals alongside
doctors, lawyers, and teachers.

Analysis

e Strong literacy and math foundations prepare students for any career.

e Career-readiness programs and trade certifications in high school give students a head
start.

e Expanding options reduces dropout rates, boosts family incomes, and strengthens
Oklahoma’s economy.

e Every student deserves the chance to become “anything they want to be”.

Quote:

“Not every child will go to college, but every child deserves a future. Whether it’s university,
trades, the military, or the workforce, high school should prepare students to become anything
they want to be.” - Dr. John Cox

Conclusion
Dr. Cox will open doors for every student-whether that leads to college, trades, or the workforce.
That’'s how we’ll Make Education Great Again.

Join The Campaign at CoxforOK.com
Back Dr. Cox to ensure every student’s future has value and help Make Education Great
Again.
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